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Calendar of Events

The Blue and White Staff

District FFA Contest 
Held At Montezuma

Thursday
Girls/Boys 
Basketbal Banquet 
- 6:00 pm

Friday
Variety Show - 
7:00 pm

Monday
Individual All 
State Speech @ 
UNI - 8:00 am

Tuesday
Varsity Girls 
Track @ Belle 
Plaine - 4:30 pm

Thursday
Varsity Boys Track 
@ Belle Plaine - 
4:30 pm

Wednesday
No Activities

Blue & White

NHS Inductions Next Week

Missed an issue? No problem! 
The Blue & White is now online. 

Go to www.montezuma-schools.org/SchoolNewspaper.aspx 
to see our previous issues!

CHARACTER, 
SCHOLOARHIP, 
LEADERSHIP, 
SERVICE: 
Those four words rep-
resent the foundation of 
National Honor Soci-
ety. Shown at left is an 
emblem worn by new 
inductees to the chapter. 
New inductees will be 
announced, and proba-
tionary members will 
become full members, 
during the 
ceremony on March 29th 
at MHS.

Photo credit: Brayden 
Stockman

Boys’ track underway at MHS

ON TO STATE: Shown above is the Conduct of Meetings team: (l-r) Alyssa 
Cline, Elise Boulton, Dylan Holland, Kailey Jones, Ashlyn Huff, Michael De-
jong, and Brayden Stockman. This team is one of seven teams that advanced 
to the State Convention on April 22-24.

 
Photo Credit: Chase Talbert

By Carrie Jennings
With winter teetering 

on the edge of spring, 
it  is  once again time 
for Montezuma High 
School students to ap-
ply for the Montezuma 
division of the Nation-
al Honor Society (NHS).

Essays are due on Fri-
day, March 16th, though 
the new members will 
not be announced until 
Thursday, March 29th at 
the National Honor Soci-
ety induction ceremony at 
10:00 A.M. in the Central 
Gym of the school. Parents 
of the new recruits will be 
told on Friday, March 23rd.

Essays are not the only 
requirement to be accept-
ed into the National Honor 
Society, nor do they ensure 
a position in the society. 
A minimum grade point 
average (GPA) for seniors 
and juniors to be consid-
ered is 3.2. For sopho-
mores, who can become 
probationary members, 
the minimum GPA is 3.5.

Essays written by these 
students are reviewed by 
a faculty between March 
16th and 23rd, but they 
are handed over first to the 
Montezuma advisor for 
the NHS: high school math 
teacher Allison Pargeon.

Pargeon first became 
a NHS advisor after the 
first advisor retired about 

ten years ago. As an ad-
visor, she coordinates 
with the national orga-
nization and is in corre-
spondence with them. She 
also coordinates various 
activities throughout the 
school and community.

Some of these activi-
ties include taking care of 
school tours and class re-
unions, organizing the lip 
sync during homecoming 
week, doing a commu-
nity blood drive in the 
fall and spring (the next 
one being in May), and 
organizing Pi day events 
on March 14th every year.

Organizing activities 
is not the only thing NHS 
does. According to Par-
geon, “being a NHS mem-
ber is a way to become a 
leader… [and] gives you 
the opportunity to orga-
nize and be in charge of 
so many different things.” 
Another amazing benefit 
of being a NHS mem-
ber is that members are 
eligible for many differ-
ent national scholarships.

We know what the or-
ganization does it, but 
what exactly does it stand 
for? Pargeon explains 
this as follows: “Nation-
al Honor Society is an 
organization built on ser-
vice, scholarship, charac-
ter, and citizenship. [It] 
strives to help offer dif-

ferent activities for the 
school and community.”

Thus, getting into the 
organization can be a little 
tricky. “NHS tries to look 
at the full person, so striv-
ing to be a good leader and 
have good character… is 
what the committee looks 
for. You want to present 
yourself in the best way 
possible; not just on paper, 
but in your day-to-day 
life,” Pargeon advises.

Currently, the members 
of NHS are seniors Grant 
Battreall, Vance Bushong, 
Breck Goodman, Shelby 
Helm, Ciara Hirsch, Han-
na Jones, Jolene Lechten-
berg, Aoife Lyons, Reece 
McCaslen, Kian McK-
eag, and Olivia Krousie.

There are also juniors 
who were probationary 
members last year. Those 
students who will become 
full members this year are 
Kylee Taylor, Amber Lecht-
enberg, and Mya Pargeon.

As a final note, Pargeon 
would like to add this: “As 
a sponsor, I appreciate 
the hard work that our 
students do to be able to 
apply for the National 
Honor Society. I know that 
they work very hard to 
maintain a high GPA. I’m 
very proud of our student 
body and how hard they 
work in the classroom.”

By Brayden Stockman
Spring is coming in 

Montezuma, and with it 
comes the track and field 
season at the high school. 
The high school boys 
began their practices on 
February 26th, though bas-
ketball boys started on the 
fifth of March, and with the 
help of head coach Tyler 
Baethke, they are prepar-
ing for their first meet and 
all those that come after.

Baethke has been busy 
preparing for this track 
season, which will be his 
sixth, stating, “We have 
a lot of young kids and 
graduated a lot of talented 
kids. Getting the young 
kids ready to run and get-
ting those kid who haven’t 
competed in conference 
ready to compete at that 
high of a level is going to 
be my biggest challenge for 
this season.” There are six 
new freshmen runners and 
a freshman thrower new 
to the team this season.

Wi t h  a  c o u p l e  o f 
weeks of practice under 
his belt, Baethke believes 
his runners are working 
very hard, stating “It’s 
going pretty well so far. 
It’s hard to say without 
meets, but the guys are 
working hard. It’s always 
hard at the beginning if 
you can’t see any results.” 

While there are many 
challenges that the sea-
son will hold, especial-
ly the presence of new 
faces that Baethke wants 
to get involved, Baethke 
is prepared for working 
with the team on these 

challenges, stating, “Ob-
viously the main thing is 
making sure the kids are 
physically prepared, to 
make sure they’re phys-
ically ready and at their 
best for peak season. Then 
it’s trying to get kids men-
tally prepared, relaxed and 
making sure they focus 
on the fun stuff to fight 
through the failure and 
overcome the adversity.”

Without the team, Ba-
ethke is personally work-
ing to improve all of the 
boys, and to achieve this, 
he states, “I try to do what’s 
best to keep all of the kids 
healthy. I set up practices 
to make sure distance guys 
are getting enough miles 
and to make sure sprinters 
are doing enough to keep 
their legs ready to run 
multiple events at meets.”

However, the coach 
isn’t the only one who has 
to work hard to make the 
goals of the team of course, 
as the girls also have to 
run hard at practice and 
lift weights to be the best 

they can be. As Baethke 
states, the qualities he 
values in boys are, “Hard 
workers, discipline, and 
the big thing now I see 
as a coach is getting kids 
to show up and be punc-
tual, because some kids 
will show up every other 
day and never improve.”

Though there may be 
many things to prepare 
for during the season, Ba-
ethke is still excited for the 
season and what it has to 
hold, stating, “I’m excit-
ed just for the new faces 
and to see how the new 
guys, both younger and 
older, handle it. It’s fun 
to see new guys succeed 
and achieve their goals.”

The boys’ first meet 
will be on March 19th at 
the SICL indoor meet at 
the Grinnell Fieldhouse. 
The Lew Lundy Relays at 
the Montezuma track will 
take place on April 17th, 
and Baethke encourag-
es everybody to appear 
and support the Braves 
running at  the meet.

By Chase Talbert
Two weeks ago the 

district FFA contest was 
held at Montezuma High 
School and it went well 
for those who set up and 
ran the contest as well as 
the people who compet-
ed. There are 46 mem-
bers of Montezuma’s FFA 
chapter going to state 
this year, that is seven 
teams and 11 individuals. 

Mr. Rick Swenson, 
Co-advisor of the FFA 
along with Mrs. Lind-
sey Schanbacher believed 
that their success at con-
test must have been due 
to all the hard work the 
teams and individuals 
put in, as well as all the 
time they spent practic-
ing their events. If they 
did have any problems 
within this year’s contest 
participants it would be 
nerves, but they seemed to 
do very well despite these. 

Mr. Swenson coaches 
Conduct of Meetings, Pub-
lic Speaking, and Radio 
Broadcasting,although 
each of them are their 
own separate events the 
formula for improving 

for state is identical. 
In order to prepare for 

state, Mr. Swenson plans 
to learn a group or indi-
vidual’s weaknesses and 
attempt to at least lessen 
their impact on a group, 
if not get rid of them com-
pletely. His favorite event 
to work with kids on is a 
three way tie between Con-
duct of Meetings, Business 
Management, and Soils. 

While in the FFA him-
self, Mr. Swenson compet-
ed in Conduct of Meetings, 
Parliamentary Procedure, 
Dairy Foods, Dairy Judg-
ing, Chapter Program, 
Extemporaneous Speak-
ing, and Business Man-
agement. As he reflects on 
his past FFA experiences a 
young member of the FFA 
reflects on his first district 
competition in high school. 

Michael DeJong has 
been involved in FFA since 
7th grade, he holds the 
position of secretary in 
his Conduct of Meetings 
team, also on the team 
is; Kaylie Jones, Brayden 
Stockman, He thought that 
his group did exceptional-
ly well on Saturday, they 

were full of energy and 
excitement and brought all 
they had to the table. He 
believed that their team 
did the best they could at 
the moment, but the hard 
part now will be to contin-
ue practicing and maintain 
that motivation to strive. 

As an individual Mi-
chael is interested in ed-
ucating people about the 
more up and coming tech-
nology of the agricultural 
industry and would also 
like to participate in Chap-
ter Website Design and Ag 
Sales Team in the future. 

During his time in the 
FFA, Michael believes that, 
“As an individual, I have 
learned many life skills 
that will definitely help 
me in the future. Some of 
these include leadership 
skills, time management, 
and problem solving. 
The FFA has taught me to 
continually push myself 
in all that I do, at home, 
in school, and in extra-
curricular activities. The 
FFA has had a great influ-
ence on my life, as it has 
helped me develop skills 
that I will forever use.”


