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Calendar of Events

The Blue and White Staff

History of  MHS Speech & Drama

Thursday
V Boys BB Quar-
terfinals vs 
Moulton-Udell: 
Here - 8:00 pm
State Wrestling 
Tournament @ 
Wells Fargo Arena

Friday
State Wrestling 
Tournament @ 
Wells Fargo Arena
V Girls Regional 
Semi-Finals vs 
TBD

Saturday
State Wrestling 
Tournament @ 
Wells Fargo Arena

Monday
No Activities

Tuesday
V Girls BB Quar-
terfinals: Here - 
7:00 pm

Thursday
V Boys BB Quar-
terfinals vs 
Moulton-Udell: 
Here - 8:00 pm
State Wrestling 
Tournament @ 
Wells Fargo Arena

Wednesday
No Activities

A VIEW from the 2017 
All-State Large Group 
Speech Festival. Mont-
ezuma has made nu-
merous apperances at 
All-State over the years, 
including a Critic’s 
Choice Choral Reading 
performance in 2016.

File Photo

Blue & White

It’s time for 
Chinese New Year

Missed an issue? No problem! 
The Blue & White is now online. 

Go to www.montezuma-schools.org/BlueWhite.aspx to see our 
previous issues!

Can You Feel the Love This Week?
Valentine’s Day 2018 at MHS

By Carrie Jennings
Imagine a large city late 

at night. Those inside their 
homes enjoy meals with 
their extended family and 
watch talented singers, 
dancers, and acrobats via a 
television. its streets filled 
to the brim with people.

Decorations are hung 
and gifts are exchanged 
as the night grows late.

Outside, the city streets 
are packed to the brim. 
Lanterns illuminate the 
joy on everyone else’s 
faces as fireworks are set 
off and lions and drag-
ons roam the streets.

This, of course, is a 
common description of the 
Chinese New Year celebra-
tions. This time of year, 
also known at the Spring 
Festival, takes place on Fri-
day, February 16th. How-
ever, this is not the date ev-
ery year. That is because, 
for festivals and holidays, 
China uses a lunar cal-
endar with each month 
starting with a new moon.

A new moon happens 

about every 29.5 days, 
so each month in the 
Chinese lunar calendar 
has either 29 or 30 days.

It can range from 12 
to 13 months depending 
on when the Spring Fes-
tival falls and is usually 
20 to 50 days behind the 
Gregorian calendar, the 
calendar that most people 
including the U.S.A. uses.

This calendar is not 
typically used for any-
thing other than plan-
ning festivals and for as-
trology. For business and 
day-to-day life, the Gre-
gorian calendar is used.

At this time, many 
people in China are be-
ginning to travel back 
home for their New Year’s 
Eve reunion dinner with 
their extended family. 
They will stay with their 
family for a few days 
after New Year ’s Day.

On the days preceding 
the festival, people will 
clean their homes and hang 
up red decorations as red 
is the color of good luck.

Family typically arrives 
the morning of the eve 
or a few days prior, and 
together, everyone in the 
family goes to a shrine and 
offers some sort of meat or 
drink to their ancestors.

The family will then go 
home and enjoy a reunion 
dinner where children are 
given red envelopes with 
money and candy from 
their parents. They either 
stay inside and watch 
publicized celebrations 
until midnight or go out 
and enjoy fireworks, danc-
ing dragons and lions, 
and parades of whatever 
the zodiac is that year.

The year is the Year 
of the Dog. There are 
twelve Chinese astrol-
ogy zodiacs: dog, ox, 
rabbit, dragon, rooster, 
rat, tiger, snake, horse, 
pig, goat, and monkey.

Because  there  are 
twelve different zodiacs, 
the Spring Festival idoliz-
es each individual zodiac 
once every twelve years. 
If it is the year of your 

zodiac, you are said to 
have bad luck for the rest 
of the year unless an older 
relative gives you a piece 
of red clothing as a gift.

The  Chinese  New 
Year ’s is not celebrated 
solely in China; many 
other Asian countries 
celebrate it, and it has 
grown to be more popu-
lar in the U.S.A. Whether 
you enjoy celebrating the 
Chinese New Year ’s or 
not, it is always interest-
ing to learn about such a 
unique, splendid holiday.

NEW YEAR FESTIVITIES: The dragon is one of the traditional symbols of 
Chinese New Year. Its bold red colors symbolize good luck for the upcoming 
new year.
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By Brayden Stockman
One of the most pop-

ular extracurricular ac-
tivities in Montezuma is 
speech and drama. Wheth-
er it be group or individual 
competitions, students 
love the opportunities of 
speech and drama. One 
of the speech coaches who 
has served Montezuma for 
many years in Liesl Roor-
da, a second grade teacher.

Roorda has taught at 
Montezuma since 1995, 
though she began coach-
ing speech in 1997 as a 
special request. “Dennis 
Wilson knew I had done 
speech in high school and 
then in Grinnell, and want-
ed to know if his Speech 2 
class would do choral 
reading with me, and had 
them do choral reading 
as a graded project.” Be-
fore Roorda, One Act Play 
was the only competi-
tion offered by Montezu-
ma Speech and Drama.

Since then, speech and 
drama has only grown, 
now including compe-
titions such as improv, 
musical theater, and short 

film for students to express 
themselves in different 
ways. Individual speech is 
also an option for students.

Another new inclusion 
is freshman speech and 
drama, where the fresh-
man participate in their 
own groups but participate 
at the same competitions 
as the high school. “From 
the time the IHSSA went 
to that option, we went to 
that because by then we 
had a really good-sized 
program,” says Roorda.

Roorda believes that 
the growth of speech and 
drama is a double-edged 
sword, saying, “We have 
many more  resourc-
es and material we can 
access, but we have to 
know how to do it in the 
right way and it costs a 
lot of money now. Other 
activities have become 
so all-consuming that 
they stop participating.” 

She also often worries 
about her competitions 
because she wants them 
to do the best they can, 
saying, “Just like coaching 
any event, the pre time 

that you spend as a coach 
thinking, searching, learn-
ing yourself and I stress 
about picking the right 
piece for the group. I’m al-
ready thinking about next 
year. In the summertime 
we’re looking for material, 
thinking about material.”

H o w e v e r,  R o o rd a 
still loves her experience 
coaching speech and dra-
ma despite some of the 
hardships, saying she 
loves, “The kids and the 
relationships that you 
build and the growth that 
you see, not only over a 
year, not only as people 
but speakers that you can 
see go out into college and 
the world and have this 
skill they have developed, 
such as body language.”

Since its inception, 
Montezuma Speech and 
Drama has grown tremen-
dously and Roorda is ex-
cited for how it will grow 
in the future. Though it can 
be difficult, she loves the 
experience and is thrilled 
with watching her stu-
dents grow in the future.

By Chase Talbert
This Wednesday is 

February 14th and you 
know what that means? 
Valentine’s Day is this 
week and the Montezuma 
High School student body 
is feeling it, well, kind 
of. A vast majority, three 
of the four people that 
were interviewed will be 
spending this Valentine’s 
without a significant oth-
er, but that doesn’t seem 
to dampen their spirits 
any. Ironically, the only 
student in a relationship 
was one of the people who 
was moderately annoyed 
with Valentine’s Day. 

F i r s t  i s  f re s h m a n 
Brayden Stockman, he 
is without a significant 
other this year, but still 
plans to enjoy Valentine’s 
Day by staying home and 
watching videos on You-
Tube. Brayden doesn’t 
hate the holiday revolving 
around love, he’s pretty 
indifferent about it, mostly 
because he’s currently too 
young to date. His favorite 
part about Valentine’s is all 
the great candy during the 
holiday, but unfortunately 

too much of a good thing 
may lead to indigestion. 

Sophomore Carissa 
Vanzee is our only student 
with a significant other, 
her Valentine’s day are to 
hopefully be going to state 
wrestling and going out to 
eat at either Tasty Tacos or 
Hu Hot. While she does 
have plans this Valen-
tine’s she is sometimes 
annoyed by the onslaught 
of people posting about 
their significant other. As 
a child she enjoyed the 
day for the candy, but 
now as she has grown she 
has become more indiffer-
ent towards the holiday. 

Nolan Havran is a ju-
nior at Montezuma and is 
by far our most opposed 
to the Valentine’s holiday. 
Nolan cites his distaste 
with the day as being 
due to its pointlessness. 
Why can’t people just love 
your significant others 
every day as intensely as 
the holiday? His plans 
for the holiday are still 
based in love though, he 
plans to spend the day 
snuggling with his cat. 

Lastly, senior Aoife Ly-

ons does not have plans 
for this Valentine’s, hers 
are coming a few days 
after, when she’ll be going 
to dinner and a movie with 
her friends. Although she, 
doesn’t have a “boo,” she 
still tends to enjoy the 
holiday because it’s a cute 
holiday, but only if you 
have a person really. For 
Aoife, the best part about 
Valentine’s is all the candy 
and stuffed animals that 
come from the time of year. 

Whether you have a 
significant other or not or 
if you even have plans, 
regardless of what you’re 
going to do this Valen-
tine’s don’t forget that 
every day should be the 
day you love immensely 
and hold those who are 
important to you closely.


