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Calendar of Events

The Blue and White Staff

The Sound of  Victory

Thursday
JH Volleyball @ 
North Mahaska -  
4:15 pm
Cross Country: 
Here - 4:30 pm
Varsity Volleyball: 
Here - 5:00 pm

Friday
Homecoming 
Football vs North 
Mahaska - 7:00 
pm

Saturday
Varsity Volleyball 
@ Martensdale-St. 
Mary’s - 9:00 am

Monday
Varsity Volleyball 
@ English Valleys 
- 5:30 pm

Tuesday
JH Football @ 
North Mahaska - 
4:15 pm
Varsity Volleyball 
Tournament: Here 
- 5:00 pm

Thursday
SICL Cross Coun-
try @ Colfax-Min-
go - 4:30 pm
Varsity Volleyball 
Torunament @ 
TBA - 5:00 pm

Wednesday
No Activities 

New Teacher Spotlight: Josh Kriegel

How a common school bell became 
the symbol of  Braves football.

Blue & White

THE VICTORY BELL, 
seen left, found its home 
at Badger-Gabriel field 
in 1958. Dedicated to 
former MHS Football 
coach Darrell G. Brand, 
the victory bell is now 
rung after every home 
win and is a lasting 
symbol of Montezuma 
Football.

Photos courtesy of Al 
Rabenold

Custodian is Synonymous 
with Caretaker

By Carrie Jennings
Joshua Kriegel, high 

school and junior high P.E. 
teacher as well as assistant 
football coach, is another 
new addition to the Mon-
tezuma High School staff.

Kriegel, originally from 
Marengo, Iowa, attended 
Coe College in Cedar Rap-
ids with the intention of 
becoming a physical ther-

apist. However, inspired 
by his high school teachers 
and coaches, he instead 
decided to pursue a de-
gree in physical education.

“I had great coach-
es growing up in high 
school,” says Kriegel, 
“[and] they were ex-
cellent role models.”

He decided to come 
to Montezuma because 

he was raised in a small 
town and wanted to 
continue to l ive and 
teach in a small town.

So  fa r,  h i s  t each-
ing experience here at 
Montezuma has been 
quite excellent. He says 
that he is “happy to be 
a part of the communi-
ty” and that “everyone 
here is very welcoming.”

As a teacher, Kriegel es-
pecially enjoys being able 
to control his classroom 
and lessons and coming in 
every morning not know-
ing what the day will bring.

As an assistant coach, he 
most enjoys “watching the 
athletes succeed, achieve 
their goals, and have 
fun playing the game.”

Kriegel believes that 
he has so far improved on 
being consistent with his 
lesson plans. He would 
like to continue to im-
prove on getting students 
involved in his classes.

For football, he wish-
es to improve on getting 
to know the game and 
learning better ways to 

help the athletes pre-
pare during the week.

Kriegel has found that 
teaching and coaching 
both have many simi-
larities and differenc-
es. They are similar, he 
says, because he is able 
to form bonds with his 
students and his athletes.

However, he feels that 
he can be a bit more relaxed 
around his students and 
more stern and sometimes 
“intense” with his athletes.

If he has learned any-
thing from teaching, it is 
that he has to “have good 
time management skills to 
be a successful teacher.”

His advice to other first-
time teachers is “to plan 
everything out before the 
school year starts, don’t 
put anything off, don’t be 
afraid to ask for help, and 
be prepared for anything.”

In conclusion, Kriegel 
wished to address the 
Montezuma community: 
“I am very excited to be 
here and to see what my 
students have to bring. 
Go Braves and Bravettes!”

By Brayden Stockman
Since its installation at 

Badger-Gabriel Field in 
1958, the victory bell has 
become a tradition for a 
home game win. Howev-
er, it hasn’t always been 
this way, as the bell has 
switched locations multi-
ple times from its original 
home at Montezuma High 
School on South 4th Street.

The victory bell wasn’t 
always used for football. 
In fact, it was originally 
used as a school bell, rung 
every morning by custodi-
an Bill Stanford. The bell 
signified the beginning of 
the school day, so that the 
students knew when to 
come running for classes.

However, one year 
during Halloween, the 
clapper for the bell was 
stolen by students that 
climbed through the small 
hole and cut it down. 
Though it was missing 
for a while, the thief later 
came forward as Kenneth 
Cox, president of Monte-

zuma State Bank. He had 
hidden it in a coal bin be-
hind the barber shop, and 
when he returned it to the 
school, he had painted it 
gold. Before his death in 
1973, he would return at 
Homecoming every year 
to repaint the clapper gold.

When the school was 
moved to its new and cur-
rent location at North 4th 
Street, the bell was moved 
with it. It was located 
over the current junior 
high building, where all 
classes were previous-
ly located. However, it 
stayed here for a rela-
tively short time before it 
was moved to the football 
field west of the school.

At the old football field, 
the victory bell was kept 
inside a short wooden 
tower, where it would 
be rung by a long rope 
after a home game victo-
ry. Here it was kept for 
about twenty years before 
a new football field was 
placed east of the school.

In 1958, the victory bell 
was moved to the new 
football field, which had 
no official name at the time 
of the bell’s placement. 
Here, it was placed in its 
current position, held up 
by steel and four concrete 
pillars. However, when 
it was placed at the field 
originally, there were some 
minor differences from its 
current state. The bell was 
painted silver instead of 
blue, the clapper didn’t 
have the metal chain to 
swing it with, and the 
concrete was painted solid 
white instead of a combi-
nation of blue and white.

Though this football 
field originally had no 
name, this was changed in 
1970, when Irving Gabriel, 
Athletic Director for 36 
years, and Robert ‘Doc’ 
Badger, principal for 42 
years, retired together. 
“The service for gradua-
tion was supposed to be 
held outside for the first 
time, where they would 

dedicate the football field 
to them. However, there 
was bad weather that day, 
so they held it inside and 
dedicated it to them any-
ways,” said former Ath-
letic Director and Monte-
zuma graduate Al Raben-
old. Both were also given 
gold-engraved watches 
for nearly half a century 
in education. Since then, 
the football field has been 
named Badger-Gabri-
el Field in celebration.

The final major change 
to the victory bell came 
from football coach Rob 
Sinclair in 1995. As a 
way to commemorate 
former football coach 
Darrell Brand, he ded-
icated a plaque at the 
victory bell for 30 years 
of coaching the Braves. 

35 years after the dedi-
cation of the football field 
for Badger and Gabriel, 
Athletic Director Al Ra-
benold constructed two 
final pieces of appreciation 
as his last moves before 
retirement. First, he con-
structed a sign with all of 
the state qualifying years 
of the Montezuma Braves, 
along with the names of the 
dedications on the field. 
However, the names have 
since been removed to 
make space for more state 
qualifying Braves years. 

Finally, he installed 
new signs on the press-
box, first installed in 1998 
for Pearl Poe, above the 
bleachers. These signs 
included a dedication 
for Poe and letters above 
the windows that once 
again dedicate the field 
to Badger and Gabriel.

By Chase Talbert
How much do you 

know about Montezuma’s 
custodians? What their job 
entails? Who they are? Di-
ana Childers has been the 
Head Night Custodian at 
Montezuma for six years 
now. Before working at 
Montezuma, Ms. Childers 
received her diploma at 
Roosevelt High School and 
went on to work as a care-
taker for elderly residents 
at a retirement facility. 

Ms. Childers usual 
duties include dusting, 
sweeping, mopping, vac-
uuming, washing win-
dows, and so much more. 
Ms. Childers does all 
of that on a daily basis 
throughout the entire el-
ementary, the elementa-
ry library, the band and 
the vocal rooms as well. 

Ms. Childers believes 
that her job does require 
resourcefulness and know-
ing how to be able to solve 
any unforeseen problems 

that may arise. This could 
be something as small as a 
chair breaking and having 
to fix it or a much larger 
issue such as dealing with 
an intruder in the school.

Ms. Childers enjoys her 
job very much, because she 
gets to work with and help 
students every day-  that 
is her favorite and most 
rewarding part of the job. 

When Ms. Childers 
isn’t working and helping 
others, she spends her 
free time watching horror 
movies at her home at 
Lake Ponderosa. Diana 
Childers is a delightful 
woman who cares about 
her job, the children, teach-
ers, and other members 
of the community that 
visit Montezuma schools 
and only wishes to do 
her best in helping ev-
eryone as much as she is 
able. Montezuma schools 
is thankful for all that 
she does for the students 
and staff in the building.


